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Xitron Awarded Patent for Innovative USB-SCSI Interface 
--- 

US Patent 10108559 recently registered  

 

Ann Arbor, MI – November 5, 2018 – Xitron, the leading independent developer of RIP and workflow 

products for commercial, digital, and high-speed inkjet printing has been awarded US Patent Number 

10108559 for their USB interface designed to drive SCSI CTP and CTF engines. The nearly two-year 

process culminated in the award on October 23rd. 

Initially designed to replace aging and outdated SCSI cards driving Kodak Trendsetter CTP engines, 

the project quickly grew to enable owners of many other SCSI-based CTP and CTF engines to continue 

their use. “There are literally thousands of expensive imaging engines using SCSI technology in 

production around the world,” said Karen Crews, president of Xitron. “The overwhelming majority of 

them are driven by RIPs and TIFF Catchers on older, un-protected computers that cannot be upgraded 

due to compatibility issues with newer operating systems. Our interface eliminates these issues, 

extending their useful lives and saving the owners significant replacement costs.”  

Primarily designed to work with Xitron Navigator RIPs and Raster Blaster TIFF Catchers, the patented 

interface is available in two configurations; high-voltage differential (HVD) and Single-Ended. The HVD 

version drives the Kodak Trendsetter, Agfa Palladio, and Fuji Luxel VX 6000 & 9600 CTP devices. The 

Single-Ended model drives the Agfa Palladio (if so equipped), Fujifilm 5040 & 5055, Screen FT-R 3035, 

3050, & 3055, the Screen Katana 5040 & 5055, and Screen Micra. 

While pursuing acquisition of the patent over the last two years, interfaces have been sold to customers 

in need of a SCSI solution in the US, Australia, New Zealand, Asia, Latin America, the UK, and the 

European continent. In several cases, they were successfully paired with Fujifilm XMF systems crippled 

by the 32-bit limitation of SCSI PCI cards. 
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“We’ve received several inquiries from Fujifilm customers concerned about not being able to upgrade 

their XMF installations to newer, faster 64-bit operating systems without purchasing a new CTP 

engine,” said Crews. “After a bit of testing by Fujifilm technicians, we found that the USB-SCSI interface 

could work with those engines, allowing Fujifilm to upgrade the workflow software and install it on 

powerful new 64-bit platforms. Obviously, this solution was far more economical than CTP replacement. 
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About Xitron 

Xitron develops advanced workflow systems and interfaces to drive the prepress industry’s most popular new, and legacy 
output devices, prolonging our customers’ investments. In addition, Xitron’s pressroom workflow solutions extend the 
functionality of press consoles from a number of industry-leading press manufacturers. Xitron’s Navigator RIP, Raster Blaster 
TIFF Catcher, and Sierra Workflow solutions are recognized as prepress standards. Built around the Harlequin RIP core 
technology from Global Graphics and the Adobe PDF Print Engine from Adobe Systems, Xitron engineers continue to develop 
solutions for the graphic arts market, driving hundreds of different models of imagesetters, proofers, platesetters, inkjet 
printers, and digital presses. With shipments of more than 35,000 RIPs, Xitron is the largest independent provider in the 
market.  For more information about Xitron, visit us at www.xitron.com. 
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